Five Reasons Houghton Should Consider Enacting Complete Streets*


1. LIVABILITY: Houghton has transformed its post-industrial landscape over the last 30 years, and is now one of Michigan’s most attractive and “livable” communities, recognized for its parks, trails and historic downtown. Complete Streets and Context Sensitive Designs that accommodate pedestrians, cyclists and transit users of all ages and abilities will further enhance Houghton’s quality of life and reputation.

2. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Livable communities with Complete Streets are economically viable ones – increasing residential and commercial property values, attracting new development, and encouraging residents to buy locally.
3. HEALTH: Recent CDC studies found that Michigan’s 4 million physically inactive adults cost us more than $10 billion a year in higher health insurance premiums, Medicare payments and lost productivity, while residents of walkable neighborhoods have a 35 percent lower risk of obesity.  

4. SAFETY: Complete Streets are safer for pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, people with disabilities, and children walking or biking to and from school. 

5. FUNDING: MDOT ruled in October that cities with Complete Streets policies consistent with the new 2010 State Complete Streets law (an amendment to P.A. 51, Transportation Funding) will receive priority consideration for transportation enhancement projects that accommodate the needs of all users through context sensitive design principles. The Houghton Complete Streets ordinances meet MDOT criteria, and call for a planning process that will help Houghton win State and Federal funding for future projects.

     *By Ray Sharp, Western U.P. Health Department, December 22, 2010
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Michigan currently leads the nation with 21 Complete Streets policies enacted (5 ordinances and 16 resolutions.)  Let’s help Michigan lead the way to creating healthier cities for the 21st Century.
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