CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL

Agenda Item 1

August 9, 2010

SUBJECT: Adoption of a resolution supporting a "Complete streets" Policy for the City of Novi.

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Community Develop-Planning Division

CITY MANAGER APPROVo/

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

"Complete street" policies promote street designs that accommodate all users, including

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, motorists and freight haulers. Streets that have good

design and provision for walking and bicycling facilities have been shown to improve transportation safety, improve community health and improve quality of life.

State and Federal agencies have acknowledged the benefits of applying standards that

allow and encourage transportation routes to accommodate all users, and are considering mandating the use of these policies for future transportation improvement projects. The U.S. Department of Transportation's "Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation" policies (attached) support "Complete streets" policies. "Complete Streets" Legislation was recently approved in Michigan. Please see the attached webpage from the Michigan Municipal League and attached House Bills 6151 and 6152.

Novi has a long-held interest in designing roads, sidewalks and pathways in a safe and

effective manner, and undertakes the construction and reconstruction of roads and

pathways with safety and cost-effectiveness as primary considerations. The Design and

Construction Standards, as a part of the City Code, provides a good set of standards for

roadway and sidewalk designs. The Master Plan for Land Use has provided a section on

roads and non-motorized paths as basic infrastructure important to the community's character and quality of life. This section of the Master Plan for Land Use provides commentary. Maps and data of existing conditions, which provide the basis for further

review and recommendations for future improvements and standards.

For the last several years, the Walkable Novi Committee has committed time and resources to the development of a prioritization plan for future funding and construction of missing links in Novi's sidewalk and pathway system. Recently, the City has undertaken the project of developing a Non-Motorized Master Plan with the help of an outside consulting firm, utilizing EECBG funds, to insure that transportation efficiencies are maximized. As one

component of the Plan. Recommendations on design standards and implementation strategies related to "Complete Streets" policies will be explored.

Even while the City of Novi has accomplished this much, Staff believes that the City could

benefit from a "Complete Streets" policy being formally adopted by the City Council. As

a first step, it would be appropriate for the City Council to consider a resolution supporting

the development of a "Complete Streets" policy for the City of Novi. Attached is a draft

resolution for consideration by the City Council.

Following the City Council's consideration of the Resolution, members of the Community

Development Department and the Department of Public Services will meet to discuss the

process for further development of "Complete Streets" guidelines and make recommendations to the City Manager's Office for development of a comprehensive

Complete Streets Plan with implementation strategies for future development of design standards to accomplish the strategies of the plan.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adoption of a resolution supporting a "Complete Streets" Policy for the City of Novi.

Ma or Land

Ma or Pro Tem Gatt

Council Member Crawford

Council Member Margolis

Council Member Mutch

Council Member Staudt

Council Member Fischer

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A "COMPLETE STREETS" POLICY FOR THE CITY OF NOVI ,2010

City of Novi

County of Oakland, Michigan

Minutes of a regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Novi. County of Oakland, Michigan, held in the City Hall in said City on ,2010, at 7:00 o'clock P.M. Prevailing Eastern time.

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember_________and supported by Councilmember _

WHEREAS, "Complete Streets" are defined as a design framework that enables safe and

convenient access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and drivers

of all ages and abilities: and

WHEREAS, "Complete Streets" are achieved when transportation agencies routinely plan, design, construct, re-construct, operate, and maintain the transportation network to improve travel conditions for bicyclists, pedestrians, transit. and freight in a manner consistent with, and supportive of, the surrounding community; and

WHEREAS, development of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit infrastructure offers long-term

cost savings and opportunities to create safe and convenient non-motorized travel; and

WHEREAS, streets that support and invite multiple uses, including safe, active, and ample space for pedestrians, bicycles, and transit are more conducive to the public life and efficient movement of people than streets designed primarily to move automobiles; and

WHEREAS, Increasing active transportation (e.g.. walking, bicycling and using public

transportation) offers the potential for improved public health, economic development, a cleaner environment, reduced transportation costs, enhanced community connections, social equity, and more livable communities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Novi's proposed "Master Plan for Land Use" amendments include goals, objectives and implementation strategies to promote non-motorized transportation in the City of Novi; and

WHEREAS, the City of Novi has contracted for the completion of a "Non-Motorized Master Plan" that will include "Complete Streets" design standards and identify near-term and long-term improvements to further a "Complete Streets" policy, and

WHEREAS, "Complete Streets" principles have been and continue to be adopted nation-wide at state, county, MPO, and city levels in the interest of proactive planning and adherence to federal regulation that guide transportation planning organizations to promote multi-modal transportation options and accessibility for all users.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Novi City Council hereby declares its support of "Complete Streets" policies and further directs City staff to develop a set of

proposed standards and ordinances to implement "Complete Streets" policies and practices in the City of Novi to make the City more accommodating to walkers and bicyclists.

AYES;

NAYES:

Councilmembers

Councilmembers

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

MARYANNE CORNELIUS, City Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Novi at meeting held this day of, 2010.

MARYANNE CORNELIUS, City Clerk

