Support Complete Streets in Detroit


Dear Complete Streets Supporter:

The City of Detroit Complete Streets Coalition needs your help to support a Complete Streets ordinance.  The ordinance will encourage Detroit to implement non-motorized and public transit accommodations on Detroit roads.  Our city will be encouraged to become a more walkable, bikeable community thus allowing children and families to be more physically active and safer.

To show your support we are asking organizations, neighborhood block clubs, and individuals to sign the attached letter and send it to the City Council.  Showing your support for this effort proves to the City Council that those that live, work, and go to school in Detroit are interested in having complete streets.  For more information regarding complete streets, please visit the national complete streets website at http://www.completestreets.org/ or visit Michigan’s complete streets website at http://michigancompletestreets.com/.

Organization leaders are also asked to forward these materials to their members and/or associates encouraging them to take action. 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY: 
Please feel free to forward this information to other organizations/individuals that may be interested in showing their support! There are two ways you can do this. 
Option 1:
Go to the electronic sign-up support page at http://tiny.cc/detroitcs and fill in and submit the required information.  Adding your name to our list of supporters will help us show the Detroit City Council how many people are interested in Complete Streets in Detroit.

Option 2: 
To provide additional support, please sign our pre-drafted letter to the Detroit City Council below expressing your support for a complete streets ordinance.  Please send the letter to the Detroit City Council and/or to DHWP to ensure that it gets to the proper source. Please be sure to update all fields to suit you personally.  

Dr. Yvonne Anthony, Director

Detroit Department of Health and Wellness Promotion 





c/o Myra Marie Tetteh

1151 Taylor St. 

Rm. 354C

Detroit, MI 48202


Thank you for showing your support for a healthier Detroit!

Sincerely,



Myra Marie Tetteh

City of Detroit Complete Streets Coalition Leader


“Complete streets” are roadways planned, designed and constructed to accommodate safe access for children, as well as, pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.  When communities implement complete streets, residents are connected with businesses, restaurants, schools and other popular destinations with sidewalks, crosswalks, bike lanes and/or paths. To support complete streets is to invest in Michigan’s future.  It is a key step towards creating livable and economically viable communities.  

Please edit, personalize, and place on letterhead the following message before sending.

<Date>, 2010

The Honorable City Council 

2 Woodward Ave

Suite 1340

Detroit, MI 48226

<Dear Councilmember>:
<I am/Organization is> asking that you support the Detroit Complete Streets Ordinance.  This Complete Streets ordinance encourages Detroit to consider infrastructure as active infrastructure as a way to create more walkable, bikeable places.  The adoption of the Complete Streets ordinance will spur positive investment in Detroit’s future by providing opportunities for children and families to be physically active in a safe environment, and by creating vibrant places where the best and brightest want to live and businesses want to locate. 

Complete Streets policies ensure that infrastructure is designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities can move safely along and across a complete street.  There is no prescription for what a Complete Street looks like.  A Complete Street in a rural area will look different from a Complete Street in a highly urban area, but regardless both are designed to balance safety and convenience for everyone using the road. 
Complete Streets boost the economy by increasing residential property values because homeowners are willing to pay more to live in walkable communities and businesses located along Complete Streets often see an increase in sales.  Complete Streets improve safety and reduce crashes by providing pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, such as safe crossings, sidewalks, or on-road bicycle lanes. Complete Streets promote public health by making it safe and convenient for children and families to incorporate physical activity into their daily lives as a way to combat the obesity epidemic, which is rampant in Detroit.  
Clearly, supporting Complete Streets is investing in a stronger and healthier Detroit.  <I/We> urge you to vote in favor of the Detroit Complete Streets ordinance.  Together we can create a more vibrant Detroit!

Sincerely,

<Name>

<Title>

