Complete Streets Legislation
Hi, my name is Brian Beauchamp and I am a policy specialist at the Michigan Land Use Institute, a non-profit organization located in Traverse City.

I am here today on behalf of our over 2,000 members and many organizations in NW Michigan who support these bills for a number of reasons.  I am also here representing TART Trails of Traverse City as a board member.  TART, or Traverse Area Recreation and Trails is a trail network in Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties with members from all across the state.
The driving factor in our support for this legislation is its potential to play a key role in revitalizing Michigan’s economy by encouraging the kind of local development that makes communities in Michigan attractive places for professionals to work and live.

MLUI’s involvement in local planning and transportation issues goes back a long way.  In the last few years we have been part of organizing a citizen led regional public planning process called the Grand Vision, which includes six counties and is considered by many to be the most wide-spead public planning process in our state’s entire history.
Through the public input phase of creating a vision for growth for the region in which over 15,0000 area residents participated in creating, one of the things that the public clearly asked for was more walking and biking options in city and village centers.
This winter a local issue in Traverse City played out that exemplifies the need for this legislation when design plans to re-pave an important in–town corridor clearly went against the publics’ wishes:

Eighth Street, a TC artery which runs east to west and is a major thoroughfare for commuters and business is currently being resurfaced and is under construction as we sit here today.  It wasn’t until fairly late in the game that the city commission and local residents earlier this year learned that city staff had gone ahead and planned the resurfacing in a way that would not include bike lanes nor any other bike-ped improvements to the road.  This did not sit well among residents, especially given the fact that the city’s own master plan called for these exact improvements to the street and that the Grand Vision clearly calls for these same design features.

So, following the Grand Vision public involvement process and after city and regional residents clearly articulated their support for more biking, walking and transit facilities, many residents were justifiably angry when they learned that at the same time they were articulating support for bike lanes the Traverse City engineering department was signing contracts to repave this critical in-town east-west connector without any bike lanes or significant pedestrian improvements, again, even though the City’s master plan called for it.

This is a very recent and vivid example of how these bills will help communities in Michigan ensure that citizen voices are heard and that the will of the people is being considered in new and existing road projects and that roads are designed to ensure  the safety and access of all users, not just cars.

Not only is this bill package important to help local communities in Michigan design roads that are safe for all users, it will also help give those same communities an economic edge by making them attractive places for people to visit and live.  The new economy, as you well know, is very much about creating places where people are drawn to, especially young people since we are losing so many of them post college graduation.

I know that the issue of cost has been raised, and the reality is that adding bike lanes or completing a street for multiple uses usually doesn’t cost much more money up front.  The real cost is in not completing our streets and in doing business as usual which too often disregards users other than automobiles and diminishes sense of place and, and erodes local communities.

Over the last 50 years Michigan residents have moved further away from their jobs and commercial centers and as a result planners and engineers have struggled to accommodate more automobile traffic on city roads. Wider roads with more lanes of traffic has been the solution. But not only have more lanes failed to relieve congestion, there has been an even more devastating effect on communities. People can no longer walk or bike safely along or across these barriers, often resulting in declining property values in these areas and an overall diminished quality of life.

This legislation will help shift the emphasis away from ‘autos only’ and finally inclusively consider pedestrians and bikers as legitimate users of our public roadways. It’s a win for everyone and again, on behalf of MLUI, we strongly support passage of these bills.

